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Collects the first two volumes of our best-selling, much-demanded, Pogo newspaper strip series. In

November of 2011, Fantagraphics released the first volume of its much-anticipated, long-promised

series reprinting in its entirety the syndicated run of Walt Kellyâ€™s classic newspaper strip, Pogo.

Pogo: Through the Wild Blue Wonder immediately became the companyâ€™s best-selling book of

the last five years. A year later, simultaneously with the release of the second volume, Pogo: Bona

Fide Balderdash, Fantagraphics will also be offering a gift box set containing the first two volumes,

complete with a handsome, collectible slipcase (and for $10 less than the cost of the two individual

volumes). This box-set initiative has been very warmly received by fans, retailers, and grandparents

looking for gift ideas on our Peanuts and Mickey Mouse book series, and we fully expect to further

cement the runaway success of this new addition to our burgeoning classics line. The first two

volumes collect the first four years of Kellyâ€™s magnificent strip, including the initial three years of

Sundays published in full, restored color for the first time in book form! The books also include all

the dailies (of course), meticulously retouched by Kellyâ€™s own daughter (who edits the series),

historical essays by Pogo historians Steve Thompson and R.C. Harvey and famous-friends-of-Kelly

Jimmy Breslin and Stan Freberg, the pre-syndication â€œDaily Starâ€• iteration of the strip, color

guides from Kellyâ€™s own hand, and much, much more. 688
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Pogo, Volumes 1&2, are beautiful books. As I opened my just-arrived volumes, I was expecting just



a basic hardbound book of comics. What I found was a pair of books full of love. Let me explain. As

a child, I spent my summers on the family ranch, miles from anything, where reading material was

pretty limited. There were, however, a small collection of Pogo books, so I read them over and over,

every summer. I still have those books, though the bindings are rotting, and they are very special to

me. I bought these reprints, thinking this would be a nice way to read Pogo without further damaging

those old volumes. I really loved those old books, but I never figured that other people put such

value on Pogo comics as I did. Why would they? It was rare that I even come across someone who

recognizes Pogo quotes, such as "we have met the enemy and he is US!" or Deck us all with

Boston Charlie.So, when I opened the first volume of this set, I was unprepared for what I saw.

Already the slipcover had impressed me. Beautifully done, with no advertising on it, fully covered

with gorgeous color panels from Pogo. But the books themselves... Wonderful binding with

embossed Walk Kelly art -- those ever present swamp trees -- opened to reveal typical Pogo

endpapers, on luscious heavy paper that easily lays flat without any coaxing from the reader. The

print is so crisp and perfect, you'd swear it was the original printing, maybe even better than the

original. No crowding; three strips to the page, maximum. The pages are 9" tall by 11" wide, a

generous format for horizontal comic strips. Everything about the books suggest that the people

who got the artwork together, assembled and published them, truly love Pogo themselves. These

are books that are made to please the people who made them.
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