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Lois Lowry once again creates a mysterious but plausible future world. It is a society ruled by

savagery and deceit that shuns and discards the weak. Left orphaned and physically flawed, young

Kira faces a frightening, uncertain future. Blessed with an almost magical talent that keeps her alive,

she struggles with ever broadening responsibilities in her quest for truth, discovering things that will

change her life forever.As she did in THE GIVER, Lowry challenges readers to imagine what our

world could become, how people could evolve, and what could be considered valuable. Every

reader will be taken by Kiraâ€™s plight and will long ponder her haunting world and the hope for the

future.Â This ebook includes a sample chapter of MESSENGER.
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Lois Lowry has written a number of excellent books including "Number the Stars" and my personal

favorite, "The Giver." In fact, "The Giver" is a book that I would consider truly great. Reminiscent of

Orwell's "1984", it, too, describes an anti-utopian future of considerable power. But, whereas in



"1984" we know the strangeness of the world we are reading about from the first paragraph, Lowry

builds the strangeness of the world of "The Giver" slowly, with revelations that take the story to a

fever-pitch. It is a wonderful book."Gathering Blue" has a similar flavor to "The Giver" but not the

power. Whereas "The Giver" reminded me of "1984", "Gathering Blue" reminded me of "Planet of

the Apes." Now, I'm a fan of "Planet of the Apes", mind you, but it's not the same thing.Again, in

"Gathering Blue", there is the story of an anti-utopian future society. Kira is a girl who has lost both

of her parents. The book opens with her mourning her mother. Because of her deformed leg, Kira is

now at risk of being killed herself as she can no longer contribute to her society made primitive after

an event called the Ruin. Her unequalled skill with a needle and thread, however, keep her alive and

get her close enough to the power of her society to see its secret horrors."Gathering Blue" is a good

story. Certainly better than much of what's out there. What I like about this story even over "The

Giver" is that it seems almost more real. While reading, I felt that this kind of primitive society could

really develop. What it lacks is the tension and surprises of "The Giver.

Like many readers, I was completely floored by THE GIVER. I had heard Lowry interviewed on

NPR, and finding myself in a bookstore not long after, thumbed through the book-- and felt

absolutely compelled to buy it. Reading that book I had to look up several times to wipe away tears,

and look around at all the beauties of our own world that we so often take for granted-- like the color

red-- singing-- and unconditional love.Now, GATHERING BLUE did not have that impact for me. But

it's a very good example of a YA novel with a smart, kind heroine in a world that is complex, often

brutish, and all to human. Where the world of THE GIVER, we gradually discover, is technologically

advanced but emotionally and psychologically regimented, even soul-destroying, the catastrophes

have turned the world of GATHERING BLUE to a fierce hunter-gatherer society.It's a world where

deformed people are routinely abandoned to death at birth, and where children, or "tykes," are

redistributed to other families should one parent die, where parenting is full of shouts and slaps (but

also, we see in glimpses, some kisses and handholding) and where those who can't contribute or

work in an obvious fashion are ruthlessly discarded.For all that, however, it's a world more familiar

to the reader than the world of THE GIVER, and somehow, a friendlier place. Perhaps because

family units, however bickering, do exist, or because of the presence of a mischievous child named

MATT who even has a pet dog, this world's harshness is less shocking. Everyone in the world is

brought up with it, knows about, no secrets there.There are secrets, however.
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